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Lead Others to                   

spiritual Victory;                

to Encourage,                          

to Give of Ourselves                                    

and Demonstrate                                     

the love of Jesus 

We are a people of the resurrection! Isnôt that good news! Like the 
early disciples, we live with the joy of knowing that our Lord is 
alive and that death cannot declare the final victory over us!  
 

But sometimes we wonder what that means in terms of the 
practical application to our daily lives.  After all, we still have 
bills to pay, we still argue with our spouses and our kids, we still 
get sick, we still get embroiled in politics and discrimination, and 
we still have chores and jobs that have to be done, like it or not.  
Sometimes, life seems so harsh that we are just trying to get 
through the day without a nervous breakdown.  That joy of the 
eternal seems like a far-off victory, not a victory for today. 

Messenger 

But if the message of the resurrection was meant only for the end of time, or for after our 
deaths, Jesus would not have come back to the disciples before he ascended into heaven. He would 
not have given them instructions for teaching and preaching to people both near and far.  He 
would not have breathed his Spirit on them to empower them.  The good news is that resurrection 
gives life to us in every moment, giving us hope right now and stretching into eternity.   

This same Spirit of God that Jesus gave to the disciples is in the world today.  We seek to 
hear and understand the truth of the Spirit among the noise of a world that gives out its own ver-
sion of the truth, a world that tries to tell us that there are many truths, each equally acceptable.  
But, as John wrote, those people who believe in many truths speak from the worldôs viewpoint, 
and the world listens to them.  We who belong to God listen to the Spirit of God, and that empow-
ers us to share the only real truth (1 John 4:5-6).   

The idea that Christianity is the ultimate truth absolutely matters.  C.S. Lewis said that peo-
ple ñalways think you are recommending Christianity not because it is true, but because it is 
goodéOne must keep on pointing out that Christianityéif false, is of no importance, and if true, 
[is] of infinite importance. The one thing it cannot be is moderately important.ò 

Why is Christianity so important?  Because everything about life is done differently in 
light of the life, death, resurrection and ascension into heaven of our Lord and Savior, Jesus, the 
Christ.  We love one another differently because God first loved us and showed us how to love. 
And if we love one another in Christ, God lives in us, and Godôs love is brought to full expression 
in us.  If we have such love, we have no fear, because perfect love drives out fear (1 John 5:18).  

As people of the resurrection, we live with truth and love and confidence.  Difficult cir-
cumstances donôt affect us nearly as much, and neither do negative feelings, because both of these 
are relatively fleeting.  It makes knowing the end result all that much sweeter to have a present in 
which we support each other with love.  It is this message of hope in the journey, summed up in 
that one word, ñrisen,ò that makes Christianity stand out among other religions and allows our 
truth claim to take its rightful place. 

So rejoice always ï because life is ours in Christ, full of peace and joy, now and always. 
Shalom, 
Pastor Em 

 

Neal Avenue United Methodist Church 

May 2018 



May 6  

Liturgist ~ Jess Willard   

Childrenõs Sermon ~ Dave Rauch 

Communion Assistants ~ Bill & Sharon Miller 

and Jess Willard & Doug Stout 

 

May 13 Motherõs Day 

Prelude & Offertory~ Handbell Choir  

Liturgist ~ Doug Stout  

Childrenõs Sermon ~ Pastor Em  

 

May 20  

Liturgist ~  Laura Atherton  

Childrenõs Sermon ~ Randy Spiker 

 

May 27  

Liturgist ~ Don Urban  

Childrenõs Sermon ~ Doug Stout  

 

Ushers:  Bob Howell, Dick Hayden, Tracey  

Gentry, Bill & Sharon Miller, Vaughn Klingler, 

Craig Sessor, and Doug Stout 

Paul & Hazel Butt  
Memorial Scholarship 

 

 Applications (available in the 
church office and on the church            
website) are due into the church of-
fice by May 6, 2018.   
 You may email your completed 
form to: office@nealavenue.com. 

Graduate recognition 

Sunday is May 20th!  If 

you will be graduating 

from any school this spring, please no-

tify the church by May 6.  Include your 

name, name of school,  major, future 

plans,  and if possible a photo.  Digital 

photos are best, you can email the          

office at:   office@nealavenue.com 

Graduating?  

IŀƴŘōŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜƭ ŎƘƻƛǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ŀ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ aŀȅ нлΦ  !ƭƭ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ 

ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀǎ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ƻƴ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ               

ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΗ 

Pentecost Celebration! 

Sunday, May 20th 

Luncheon ~ Birthday Party ~ Pentecost ~ Graduate Recognition 

If you can wear RED!  



Young At Heart 
 

Monday, aŀȅ мп ŀǘ bƻƻƴ  
Old Bag of Nails 

Hosts:  Phyllis Laughlin, Carl & Betty Bell 

We hope to see you then! 

Happy Anniversary! 
Harry & Charlene Broseus  May 5th 

Joe & Lori Graham  May 16th 

Lynn & Lisa Lehman  May 21st  

Dick & Carol Hayden  May 27th  

Neʨʕ        
Aʁˏ˚ʀʍ 

C˓ˠisˢiˉʘ 
W˛ɵˏʘ 

 
 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ мт Ϫ с ǇΦƳΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻŦ bŜŀƭ !ǾŜƴǳŜ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ 
²ƻƳŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ aŀȅ мт ŀǘ с ta ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƭƻǳƴƎŜΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ   

.ŜŎƪȅ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŘŜǾƻǝƻƴǎΦ 
bŀƴŎȅ {ǿƛƎŜŀǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƙƻƴπ
ƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ нлмт ŀƴŘ 
ƘƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎǳǘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŀ 
ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΦ  

wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōȅ /ƘŀǊƭŜƴŜ 
.ǊƻǎŜǳǎ ŀƴŘ [ƛȊ IŀȅŘŜƴΦ 

 

²ŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ 
ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ [ƛǾƛƴƎ 
²ƻǊŘ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ŘǊŀƳŀ Wǳƭȅ нлΦ 

Ice Cream Social 

4-H Band Concert  

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ мл  

ƴƻƻƴ ǘƻ н 

bh¢9Υ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊƪ                  

ƛƴ aŀƛƴ {ǘΦ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘ ŦƻǊ 

ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΗ 

Vacation Bible School 
 

Rolling River Rampage 
 

Begins June 24 (through 28) 

5:15 p.m. Light meal 

6-8:00 p.m. Program 



Visit the Holy Land 

June 15-27, 2020 

An interest sign up sheet is located on the bulletin board 
 (north entry, across from nursery window).  Please add your name  

and contact information if you are interested. 


