
RELATIONSHIPS 
​ Previously our readings covered terrible consequences child sex abuse can cause for 
individuals.  There are shocking numbers of human beings who have been, or are now being 
sexually assaulted.  There is PTSS, depression, anxiety, dissociation, addiction, sleeping 
disorders, eating disorders, suicide, a wide array of physical and psychological illnesses and a 
wound deep in the soul that never goes away.  Not all victims of child sex abuse suffer all of 
these repercussions, but data proves child sex abuse causes a substantially high rate of them.​  

The ripple effect is defined as the continuing and spreading results of an event or action.  
Does child sex abuse affect relationships with others?  If you’re not a survivor, does it affect 
you? Let’s consider the ripples of child sex abuse. They are vast, but here are a few brief 
examples. 
​ Research tells us child sex abuse is responsible for a large number of divorces.  
Marriage is a relationship that needs trust, devotion, cooperation and physical intimacy and it’s 
challenging enough under regular life circumstances.  Throw into the mix some of the above 
debilitating conditions, especially not wanting to be touched, and that could culminate into a 
pretty serious dilemma for marital success. 

 Studies have shown that women who are survivors of child sex abuse are often 
dissatisfied with their children and practice harsh discipline. No specific studies have been done 
on male parents who are survivors, but research does tell us that kids who have bad 
relationships with their parent/parents are more vulnerable to sex predators outside their home 
due to low self esteem and feelings of being unwanted and unloved.   Many times that includes 
sex trafficking.  In essence, a survivor’s parenting may actually cause their child to be a target. 

We like to believe the myths that sex workers are adults who aspire to be escorts, or 
were drugged, abducted and forced into sex work.  Both happen occasionally, but that’s not the 
norm. You are encouraged to read, The Slave Across the Street:The True Story of How an 
American Teenager Survived the World of Human Trafficking, written by Theresa Flores, who 
was trafficked by a teenage boy she had a crush on in her upscale neighborhood.  She now 
runs a nonprofit called, S.O.A.P., Save Our Adolescents from Prostitution.  She says many of 
the youth she has worked with who fell into sex trafficking had what she calls, “mommy issues”. 

There's a proven relationship between survivors and domestic violence also. The 
recipients of the brutality many times develop mental health issues, the most extreme being the   
mass/school shooters found to have suffered extreme physical, sexual and psychological abuse 
as children.  According to data, the chances are high for the parents/guardians of these 
shooters to also be victims of child sex abuse.  So survivors, domestic violence, child sex abuse 
and mass shootings have a pretty hefty co relationship, and many people die.  

There is documentation of the eye opening financial cost of survivors' relationships with 
employers and health care institutions.   
​ Child sex abuse has a profound effect on individuals, families, communities and 
institutions.  It reaches all of us.   Please Lord Jesus, help us gain a deeper understanding of 
child sex abuse so we can adamantly pursue prevention of this abomination for the future.   
 
Proverbs 3:13    Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain understanding. 
 

 "Sweet Hour of Prayer" on Mountain Dulcimer

https://youtu.be/RjmfgrSchXs


 


