HELPERS AND HEROES
Deuteronomy 16:20 “Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue.

Fred McFeely Rogers aka Mr. Rogers was a Christian, an ordained Presbyterian
minister, T.V. host, producer, author and composer who ministered to children and their families
on television for over 40 years He recounted an event during his childhood which caused him
great fear. His mother comforted him by saying that in scary situations he should always look for
the helpers. She told him there are always people who want to help and she was right.

The Charlie Circle is a collective of helpers whose means is focused prayer. So the
focus of this reading is prayer for all other helpers who have more direct exposure to child sex
abuse, such as law enforcement, social workers, judges, court child advocates and counselors.
And also for those helpers who have dedicated their lives to the academic study of child sex
abuse issues to enhance understanding, therapeutics and child sex abuse preventative
measures.

These helpers and heroes truly need our prayers. Being exposed to situations involving
sexually assaulted children over and over can cause a secondary trauma. Secondary trauma,
also known as vicarious trauma or compassion fatigue, is a psychological condition that occurs
when a person is exposed to the traumatic experiences of another person according to an Al
overview. This exposure can be through direct contact, or through repeatedly hearing about it.

More police officers die from suicide every year than die in the line of duty. Experts
believe a contributing factor for the suicides is the level of violence and human misery officers
encounter. Among the top 5 miseries is child sex abuse. People training Al to recognize child
pornography on the internet in order to make the internet less corrupt and unlawful suffer terrible
secondary trauma because of the horrific images they view. Officers in the Internet Crimes
Against Children (ICAC)Task Force, which has one of their 61 nationwide offices located here in
Ohio, also have to view disturbing and heinous images.

Eric Estrada, star of “CHiPs” tv show, became a real cop in Chicago. After being
exposed to child internet pornography, his anger drove him to join one of the early ICAC offices
in Virginia where he worked for eight years using online technology to catch sexual predators.
In 2021, FBI Special Agents Laura Schwartzenberger and Daniel Alfin were shot and killed and
four other Special Agents wounded while executing a warrant on a child pornographer in Florida
who specialized in violent child sex abuse images. These heroes and hundreds more not
named here answer a very special calling even at great risk to their psyches and their lives.

“Anyone who does anything to help a child in his life is a hero to me.” (Fred Rogers)

This Year, of the approximately 2 million babies born in the US, 400,000 are already
destined to be sexually assaulted before they turn 18 unless we stop it. This year, let’s lift up to
the Lord these brave warriors fighting the child sex abuse war. This year, let’s enter the battle
armed with our unceasing prayers and holding high the banner of Jesus Christ to make Neal
Avenue UMC a bastion of child safety and beacon of child sex abuse prevention advocacy for
our community.

John 15:13 “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his
friends.”
O |'m Taking Care Of You



https://youtu.be/Nitu_pawcK4

